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Meadowmount School of Music Announces Additional 2026 Artists and
Programs

Gingold Chamber Fellows Initiative Launched;
Cellist Astrid Schween, Emerson Founding Member Philip Setzer Among New Additions

WESTPORT, NY — The historic Meadowmount School of Music today announces additional
programming and guest artists for its 2026 summer season, including a landmark new initiative
honoring one of the school’s most beloved teachers. These announcements build on the
previously announced roster of guest artists, including the Isidore String Quartet, Ani Kavafian,
Ralph Kirshbaum, Milena Pajaro-van de Stadt, and Arnold Steinhardt, and reflect the school’s
continued commitment to offering one of the most vibrant and inspiring summer music
programs in the world.

Meadowmount Establishes Gingold Chamber Fellows to Celebrate Josef Gingold’s Legacy

Meadowmount School of Music is proud to announce the launch of the Gingold Chamber
Fellows, a new initiative established in honor of longtime faculty member and internationally
revered violinist Josef Gingold. The program will support three exceptional students each
summer through residencies at Meadowmount, providing expanded opportunities for advanced
chamber music study, rehearsal, and performance. The 2026 Fellows are violinist Sean
Shao-Che Hsi, violist Kay Ito, and cellist Noam Ginsparg.

The Gingold Chamber Fellows initiative reflects Meadowmount’s enduring commitment to
artistic excellence and collaborative music-making. Selected Fellows will engage in intensive
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chamber music preparation and performance throughout the summer, including appearances
on concerts alongside distinguished faculty, mentors, and guest artists, as well as serve in a
mentoring role for some of Meadowmount’s youngest artists.

Designed for highly motivated pre-professional students, the program offers an immersive
environment focused on artistic growth, musical partnership, and the development of the
collaborative skills essential to careers in music. Through expanded coaching, rehearsal, and
performance opportunities, Fellows will deepen their experience in chamber music while
contributing to the vibrant artistic community that defines Meadowmount.

“Josef Gingold embodied the highest ideals of musicianship, mentorship, and generosity,” said
Artistic Director Janet Sung. “This initiative honors his extraordinary legacy by investing in young
artists who are eager to grow both individually and collaboratively through chamber music.”

For generations, Meadowmount has played a transformative role in the training of young string
players, and the Gingold Chamber Fellows initiative further strengthens the school’s emphasis
on chamber music as an essential part of a complete musical education.

Additional 2026 Guest Artists and Events

Astrid Schween, cellist and Meadowmount alumna, who first came to the school at the age of
12, returns to lead a cello masterclass on Monday, July 13 and Tuesday, July 14, both at 7:30
PM. Her return represents the kind of full-circle connection that defines Meadowmount’s
community across generations.

Meadowmount will present a special film screening of Four Rational People, a documentary
about the Emerson String Quartet, on Saturday, July 25 at 7:30 PM. The screening will be
accompanied by a discussion with founding Emerson violinist Philip Setzer and Artistic Director
Janet Sung, offering audiences a rare and intimate look at one of chamber music's most
celebrated ensembles.

Students will also benefit from exclusive career and wellness programming. Performance
psychologist Noa Kageyama will speak on Monday, June 29, and artist manager Tanja Dorn on
Thursday, July 23, in sessions designed to support young artists' professional development and
mental well-being.

A Summer of Transformation in the Adirondacks

In just weeks, Meadowmount will welcome nearly 190 students from 27 states, the District of
Columbia, and 18 countries. This year’s cohort of remarkable young musicians, ranging in age
from 11 to 29, will have seven weeks of focused study, personal growth, and world-class musical
inspiration in the Adirondacks.

Beyond the campus, Meadowmount will bring music to the broader North Country community
with 14 concerts across the region, from Schroon Lake to Plattsburgh, and from Essex to Keene



Valley, continuing the school’s tradition of connecting its extraordinary young artists with the
communities that surround them.

Concerts take place at the Edward Lee and Jean Campe Concert Hall, with student
performances scheduled on Wednesdays and Fridays at 7:30 PM and Sundays at 5:00 PM. All
events are open to the public with a suggested donation of $10 at the door; no advance
registration or tickets required.

Masterclasses are open to the public and offer a rare, behind-the-scenes look at the teaching
process, with students performing live on stage and receiving direct feedback from guest artists.

Full schedule, directions, and ticket information at: meadowmount.org/upcoming-events

Hith
About Gingold Chamber Fellows

Taiwan-born violinist Sean Shao-Che Hsi is the 2025 Second Prize winner of the Odesa
International violin Competition. He has performed as a soloist with the DePaul Symphony
Orchestra, the Academy of Strings in Taiwan, and Kyiv Symphony Orchestra with appearances at
the National Concert Hall in Taipei and Gannon Concert Hall in Chicago. He has also given recital
and chamber music performances in venues across New York, Taipei, and Chicago. Hsi was a
semifinalist in both the Wieniawski International Violin Competition for Young Violinists and the
Tchaikovsky International Competition for Young Musicians. In 2021, he received the Mark
Zinger Memorial Foundation Scholarship. He earned his Bachelor of Music from The Juilliard
School under Masao Kawasaki, following earlier studies in the Pre-College Division with I-Hao
Lee and Hyo Kang. He recently completed his Master of Music at DePaul University and is
currently pursuing a Performance Certificate there under the tutelage of Professor I-Hao Lee.

Kay Ito is a 19-year-old violist from Chicago. She started her musical journey on the violin and
switched to the viola at the age of 15 and studied under Rose Armbrust Griffin. Kay has had the
opportunity of playing in masterclasses with renowned violists Kim Kashkashian, Milena
Pajaro-van de Stadt, and Molly Carr. She studied under Ayane Kozasa and Caroline Coade at the
Meadowmount School of Music, in which she has attended from 2023-2025. She is currently a
second-year undergraduate student at the Curtis Institute of Music as the Grace Sherman
Fellow, and she is studying under Misha Amory and Hsin-Yun Huang. She also studies chamber
music under members of The Dover Quartet.

Noam Ginsparg, 21, is a student in the cello studio of Hans Jorgen Jensen at Bienen School of
music and a CS student at Weinberg College, Northwestern University. As a high school student
at the Hotchkiss School in Connecticut, Noam attended the Juilliard Pre-College, where he
studied cello performance with Richard Aaron and Sieun Lin, and had a special interest in
counterpoint and composition. Noam is an alumnus of the Perlman Music Program,
Meadowmount Music School, Kinhaven and Greenwood Junior programs, as well as Bowdoin
and Sewanee Summer Music Festivals. He is the 2017 winner of the Spectrum Symphony of
New York Young Artist Concerto Competition and soloed with Spectrum Symphony under the
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direction of David Grunberg. He is a 2020 and 2022 YoungArts Winner, the 2025 winner of the
American Opera Society of Chicago Award in honor of Mary Jane Peterson, and the second prize
winner of the 2025 Klein Competition. In his free time Noam enjoys creative writing as well as
composing and arranging music in many genres.

About Meadowmount School of Music

Founded in 1944 by Ivan Galamian, the Meadowmount School of Music is a seven-week
summer program for young violinists, violists, and cellists. Its alumni include world-renowned
soloists, chamber musicians, and principal players in leading orchestras—among them Yo-Yo
Ma, Itzhak Perlman, Joshua Bell, Pinchas Zukerman, Marin Alsop, James Ehnes, Stefan Jackiw,
and Jessie Montgomery. Meadowmount offers a unique blend of tradition, rigor, and inspiration
on its 240-acre campus in the Adirondack Mountains of upstate New York. With a capacity
enrollment of 190, the school retains an intimacy that fosters personal attention and
camaraderie, and many alumni return year after year as students, faculty, and guest artists,
ensuring the continuity of the Meadowmount teaching tradition.



